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Agenda

Annual Assembly

1. Introduction

2. Chair ’s Report for 2023/24 

3. Flooding – Simon Jenkins

4. Uffington White Horse Restoration – Simon Jenkins

5. Council plans for 2024/2025

8. Public Forum - All

• Other projects you’d l ike to see…

• Any other points or quest ions….





Chair’s Report for 2023-24

General Overview

• Stayed within budget and received no adverse audit 

comments

• Routine maintenance of the vil lage continued, including:

• 2 Jubi lee Field Tidies and road Verge Rubbish Picks

• Pond part-c learance – no winter c learance due to weather

• Removal of the poplars by the pond for safety reasons

• We have continued to comment on all planning applications.

• Started the New Play Equipment project

and

• Started out an init ial review of the 2019 Neighbourhood plan.



Report for 2023-24 – FP4

Completed the f inal project to convert FP4 stiles to kissing 

gates – grants from TOE, WHST, OCC were received which 

covered most the cost (Council c £1.6k approx 20%).

Old 

New New 

Old 



Report for 2023-24 – Road Safety 

20 mph  S tar ted  wi th  a  Cour ie r  Survey in  Autumn 2022 so Counc i l  agreed to  proceed.

OCC Survey took  p lace in  Feb and was approved by an  OCC Highways  Commi t tee  on  25 

March.  Imp lementa t ion  took  p lace in  May wi th  a l l  30  mph s igns  be ing  rep laced by 20mph 

ones .

Speedw atch  –  success fu l ly res tar ted  once ‘gun ’ and IT sys tem approved and now in  

regu lar  opera t ion .  There  are  2  sess ions most  months  in  the  las t  12  months  and 79 

veh ic les  have been repor ted  fo r  speed ing .  More  vo lun teers  wou ld  be  much apprec ia ted !

There  has  been some reduc t ion  in  speed but  a  lo t  s t i l l  exceed ing  the  l imi t  –  main ly in  

peak  commute  and schoo l  run  t imes .



Report for 2023-24 - Coronation

We held a vi l lage event on 7 th May to celebrate the King’s Coronation .  Fine 

weather and very well  supported. Our thanks to al l  those who contr ibuted, 

especial ly the Scouts with their  c l imbing wall ,  Sam, Chris, Carol ine and Lisa 

with the PTA BBQ, Alex with his music, Fay and the ‘church tea ladies’ for the 

teas, Karen, Jul iet and Fenella with the chi ldren’s games and not forgett ing 

Dibbles with his ever -popular and entertaining tug-o-war!





Flooding



Flooding - Historic



Flooding - reports

• The period September 2023 

to March 2024 saw the 

worst f looding since 2007.

• Council  decided to carry out 

an init ial study (Part 1) to 

identify the main 

causes/pinch-points and 

those responsible for each.

• Council  fol lowed up with an 

‘Action Plan’ (Part 2)asking 

al l  those responsible to take 

action.



Uffington Sewage Works Discharges 2021-23



Flooding - responsibilities

Those ident i f ied fal l  into 5 groups:

1. Local landowners -  those who own the f ie lds e i ther s ide of  

Uff ington Brook leading nor th out  o f  the vi l lage.

2. Thames Water  – responsible for  the sewer network in  the vi l lage 

and the Uff ington sewage works i tse l f .

3. OCC Highways – responsible for  some of  the d i tches and the 

cu lver ts  under the road.

4. Riparian Property Owners -  those wi th  watercourses border ing 

the i r  propert ies.

5. Property Owners – those whose propert ies have been f looded 

(or  are in  ser ious danger  of  f looding.

Note:  The Envi ronment Agency carr ies out  maintenance,  

improvement or  construct ion work on Main Rivers to  manage f lood 

r isk.  The Uff ington Brook is  c lass i f ied by the EA as a ‘main r iver ’ 

f rom the road br idge just  beyond the Museum. The EA is  responsible 

for  ensur ing water  qual i ty  and hence invest igat ing in to  any pol lut ion 

of  waterways .



Flooding - Actions

The act ion plan has been sent  to al l  request ing act ion as fol lows:

1. Local landowners – to clear the watercourses crossing 

their  land. Some have started work already, some yet to 

do so.

2. Thames Water – to identi fy and el iminate sources of 

pol lut ion such as f looded sewers, which lead to sewage 

pollut ion of the roads and streams around Uff ington and to 

complete the planned improvements to the sewage works.

3. OCC Highways – to c lear the ditches and the culverts 

annually.  To re-start  c lear ing the ‘gr ips’ (which drain water 

off the road into the ditches).

4. Riparian Property Owners – to keep the sect ion of the 

watercourse outside between their  property and the road 

clear.

5. Property Owners – to implement personal f lood defences.



Thames Water

Thames Water was inc luded in the d istr ibution of the Flooding Paper.  

They were inv ited to  ident i fy and e l imina te  sources  o f  po l lu t ion  such as  

f looded sewers ,  wh ich  lead to  sewage po l lu t ion o f  the  roads  and s t reams 

around Uff ing ton and to  comple te  the  p lanned improvements  to  the  sewage 

works .

They were  inv i ted  to  th is  Annua l  Assembly –  bu t  dec l ined to  be  present .  

Ins tead they sent  a  wr i t ten  summary f rom the i r  po in t  o f  v iew s ta t ing :

• W e don ’ t  be l i eve  t he re  a re  any  i s sues  w i t h  Thames  W ate r  f ou l  sewers  i n  

U f f i ng ton .

• A n  upg rade  i s  p l anned  f o r  U f f i ng ton  S TW .  Th i s  w i l l  imp rove  i t s  ab i l i t y  t o  t r ea t  

t he  vo l umes  o f  i ncoming  sewage ,  reduc i ng  t he  need  f o r  un t rea ted  d i scha rges  i n  

we t  wea the r .  The  scheme,  wh i ch  i s  s t i l l  be i ng  des i gned ,  i s  due  t o  comp le te  i n  

2025 .

• W e' re  a l so  i nves t i ga t i ng  t he  impac t  o f  g roundwa te r  on  t he  sewer  ne two rk  i n  t h i s  

a rea .  Th i s  w i l l  he l p  i n fo rm ou r  l ong - te rm p l ann ing .  S ee  ou r  g roundwa te r  

impac ted  sys tem managemen t  p l an  f o r  U f f i ng ton .

• W e expec t  t h i s  l oca t i on  t o  mee t  a l l  gove rnmen t  t a rge t s  f o r  s t o rm ove r f l ows  by  

2035  -  2040 .

We were obviously very d isappointed in th is response which contradicts 

informat ion provided previously and are robust ly fo l lowing up their  

rep ly.



OCC

Unfortunately, OCC Highways were unable to send a 

representative to this Annual Assembly and have sent their 

apologies. The action we asked them to comment on was:

• Ducts /grips - we would welcome an init ial  check /clearance 

fol lowed by a regular program of checking and clearance 

of the grips.

HOWEVER, We have just received information from OCC (as 

the Local Flood Authority) on a potential source of funding.  

The kind of projects this funding could be used for include 

but are not l imited to: 

“small f lood storage areas, embankments or channels; culvert 

(pipe) removal or improvements on ordinary watercourses; 

natural f lood management works; improving community f lood 

resi l ience through awareness raising /preparedness.”





• The 3000-Year-Old Horse Needs Your Help!

• The Uff ington White Horse is but a shadow of i ts former self :  i t  

has shrunk badly in the last few decades. Read on to see how 

you could help to reverse this process and breathe new l i fe into 

our wonderful White Horse.

• Spot the Difference:

This is what the Uffington White Horse looked like in 1965 …………….. and this is what it looked like in 2021

(Photo courtesy of Hedley Thorne)

Uffington White Horse Restoration



Uffington White Horse Restoration

• Research has shown that because of erosion and turf 

encroachment,  the l ines of the White Horse appeared to 

have shrunken in places (notably the head and neck) by 

about 40%, in the last 30 years.

• Oxford Archaeology, working with David Miles, author of 

Land of the White Horse, has obtained Scheduled 

Monument Consent to restore the Horse to the scale that 

existed thirty years ago.

(Photo courtesy of Hedley Thorne)



• Assistance in the form of equipment,  technical  expert ise and 
voluntary labour wil l  be provided by Oxford Archaeology,  the 
National Trust,  English Heritage, and Historic England, al l  of  
whom have given consent to the proposed work, and al l  of 
whom would l ike to begin work as soon as possible – ideally 
in July 2024.

• Oxford Archaeology is currently (22 March) discussing with 
the other part ies involved the costs of the project,  thought to 
be around £20,000, to including suff ic ient for new dating 
and further research into the origins of the White Horse, and 
how much they can afford between them. 

• I have been discussing with David Miles and Oxford 
Archaeology ideas for a local fund-raising campaign as I 
think that many local people wil l  wish to be involved – The 
White Horse hi l l  f igure is precious to Uff ington and I ’m sure 
people wil l  wish to contribute to this project.

Uffington White Horse Restoration





Plans for 2024-25

The Council

• We now have  our ful l  complement of 7 council lors :

• 3 prev iously elected counci l lors (Simon Jenkins,  Fenel la Oberman 
and Mike Oldnal l ) .

• 2 new elected counci l lors – Richard Char les and Kat  Foxhal l .

• 2 new co-opted counci l lors:  Nigel  Puddicombe and Dave Garwood

• Sandy Evans has resigned due to work commitments and we are seeking a 
new clerk.

• Jul ia Evans wi l l  be cont inuing as RFO unt i l  af ter  the 2023/24 audit  in May

Budget

• Precept has been increased by 7% to £30k af ter  2 years with no increase.  
This has been dr iven pr imar i ly by the need,  in the absence of  any 
volunteers,  to contract  for  a ground maintenance person.

• Find ing a contractor is  ongoing af ter  the in i t ia l  person se lected opted out .

• Total  income/expenditure about  £70k.  This increase over last  year is  due 
to almost  £30k on the new play equipment,  most  of  which we hope wi l l  
come f rom grants.



New Play Equipment

Progress  to  da te:

• Equ i pmen t  and  l oca t i on  dec i ded .  

• P l ann i ng  pe rm i ss i on  ob ta i ned .  

• S106  g ran t  subm i t t ed ,  awa i t i ng  

con f i rmat i on .  

• B id  to  Wh i te  Hor se  Show T rus t  p repa red  f o r  

Ap r i l .  

• P l aced  o rde r (8 -12  week  l ead  t ime) .  

To do:

• S i t e  r e cce  by  con t rac to r  (Kompan) .

• In s ta l l  equ i pmen t .

• Targe t  da te  –  by  s ta r t  o f  summer  ho l i days .



Neighbourhood Plan

• The f i rs t  Uff ington and Baulk ing Neighbourhood Plan (NP) 

was publ ished in  Ju ly 2019 cover ing the per iod to  2031.

• Review/update/re -wr i te due af ter  5  years (2024).

• Vale and South Distr ic t  P lan is  be ing updated and is  in  

ear ly s tages – po l icy opt ions.

• A d o p t s  a  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h  –  “ g o o d  G r o w t h ”  d r i v e n .

• W e  n e e d  t o  k e e p  i n  s t e p  a n d  i s s u e  o u r  N P  a f t e r  t h e i r s .

• 2 0 4 1  P l a n  i s  d u e  f o r  i s s u e  i n  S u m m e r  2 0 2 4 .

• C u r r e n t l y  t h e r e  a r e  n o  a l l o c a t i o n s  f o r  n e w  h o u s i n g  q u o t a s  i n  U f f i n g t o n  o r  

o t h e r  l o c a l  v i l l a g e s ,  e x c e p t  S h r i v e n h a m .

• The Nat ional  Planning Pol icy Framework (NPPF) is  be ing 

updated.  Key for  us are:

• ( P o s s i b l e )  C h a n g e s  t o  w a y  i n  w h i c h  h o u s i n g  n u m b e r s  c a l c u l a t e d .

• E m p h a s i s  o n  u s i n g  B r o w n f i e l d  s i t e s  w i t h  f e w e r  p l a n n i n g  r e s t r i c t i o n s .

• C h a n g e s  t o  w a y  N a t i o n a l  L a n d s c a p e s  ( f o r m e r l y  A O N B ,  G r e e n  B e l t ,  

N a t i o n a l  P a r k s  e t c )  i s  t r e a t e d / p r o t e c t e d .

• Way Ahead – review exis t ing Plan and decide to  rewr i te  or  

update af ter  advice f rom Vale and South.





Public Forum

S om e i deas  t o  s ta r t  peop le  o f f :

R edeve lop  P ond  Ar ea?

• Hedge  –  been  rep l aced  t hanks  t o  t r ee  

dona t i on  by  t he  Fu tu re  T rees  T rus t .  

• Im p rove  pond  a rea  as  a  w i l d l i f e  hab i t a t?

• Trees  –  t ype  and  num ber?

• Grass  –  o r  l e t  b ram b les  re -es tab l i sh?

• E nhance  as  a  ch i l d - f r i end l y  a rea?

• Othe r  i deas?

E lec t r i c  V eh ic le  (E V )  Char g ing?

• OCC  i n i t i a t i ve  w i t h  som e  Gove rnm en t  f und ing

• E V  cha rg i ng  po i n t  a t  V i l l age  H a l l ?

An yth ing  E lse  t ha t  peop le  wou ld  l i ke  t o  see  o r  have  done  

i n  t he  v i l l age  o r  wou ld  l i ke  t o  d i scuss?



Thank you 
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